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Disclaimer
DLP Consulting Group Ltd, and its constituent companies disclaims any responsibility to the client and
others in respect of matters outside the scope of this Report. This Report has been prepared with
reasonable skill, care and diligence, is the property of DLP Consulting Group, and is confidential to the
client, DLP Consulting Group Ltd accepts no responsibility of whatsoever nature to third parties, to whom
this report has been provided.

The Housing Crisis and its effect on the British economy.
The Home Builders Federation (HBF) released their report in March 2014 to follow up on
the recommendations and situations provided in the Barker Review of Housing Supply in
2004. This briefing note explains the issues and solutions summarised in the report, as well
as providing one potential solution to make up this shortfall.
The HBF report reiterates that the housing crisis is not a recent situation as a result of the
credit crunch, but one brought on by a long-term undersupply of new homes that was
amplified by the economic downturn in 2007, which in turn led to the crisis. In the decade
since the Baker Review was published the deficiency in housing has almost tripled.
The implications can be felt across the British economy as a housing shortage results in
imbalance in the housing market, which in turn becomes a risk to financial stability which
becomes a risk to the durability of economic expansion.
Mitigating the housing-supply crisis whilst delivering sustainable housing.
33,816 new homes were registered in the first quarter of 2014 – this can be attributed to
the rise in new home owners who’ve benefited from the help to buy scheme, which, in turn,
has secured sales quotas, and solidified house builders confidence in sales. The HBF
report states the importance of housing on the economy where every £1 spent on housing
results in £3 into the economy.
The report does state that the housing boom isn’t rising in the way it’s portrayed in the
media and, though the mortgage lending rate has recovered, the value of gross lending is
still historically very low (less than half of pre-crisis 2007) and may even be slowing down.
This could be a result of tighter rules on mortgage lending and power being shifted to the
Bank of England’s Financial Policy Committee who would impose stricter rules should they
see an impending bubble forming that could cause market instability.
The Builder’s Finance Fund has been designed to help encourage housing developments
from 15 – 250 units. However, the HBF report has noted that it alone will not solve the
housing crisis, only encourage smaller developers to take the initiative.
The moving annual total of 178,000 planning permissions granted up to and including Q1
2014 is now at its highest since 2008, but the sluggish planning process and the time taken
to determine applications still poses a threat of less housing coming through in the time
required. At this point, mitigating housing-supply shortages will require getting housing
through the planning process much quicker than is occurring presently.
Urban Extensions as a deliverable solution.
Urban extensions are slowly being seen as a possible solution to the housing crisis –
where they provide larger numbers than small scale development, whilst avoiding the
complex set of issues that can arise from new settlements or garden city projects.
As an alternative solution to housing developments, urban extensions have helped chip
away at unmet housing need – where already 15,000 new homes from 3 major urban
extensions have already been delivered. Urban extensions fill in the gap not just at a house
building scale but at a social level where they provide housing for existing communities.

Social, economic and political scope.
Recent policy has helped bring forward successful urban extensions, as one of the most
important things for the development industry is certainty. Urban extensions provide a
longer-term strategic approach to growth, which in turn secures the confidence of investors
to continue investing large amounts into the economy. However, some schemes introduced
in earlier periods lacked the essential requirements beyond residential development.
Infrastructure and links to already existing communities were overlooked, creating a divide
that led to inappropriate development. The idea of urban extensions are attractive to local
authorities, which makes it easier on the policy and planning side of mitigation – securing
the availability of land for further development.
DLP’s role in providing urban extensions:
Our Strategic Planning Research Unit has been extensively involved in assessing the
credibility of land supply assessments and through our research we have found urban
extensions to considerably add to the housing-supply.
Over the years, our Practice has concentrated on a variety of urban extensions (alongside
house builders) to mitigate the supply crisis, some examples are;
Swindon:
DLP’s clients, the Capitaland Property Group have interests within the core area of the new
eastern Villages which, with Rowborough and South Marston, expect to deliver 8000 homes
before 2026. 180 hectares will provide 12,000sqm of new retail development, 40 ha of
employment, a primary school, and a secondary school. It will be key to creating a new
highway and pubic rapid transport system connection with Swindon. DLP has prepared and
submitted a Screening Request, as required for an Environment Impact Assessment. It is
expected that we will complete the planning application for the end of 2014.
Bidwell West:
The proposal to develop the Strategic Urban Extension of Houghton Regis, at land west of
Bidwell, intends to provide market and affordable housing, employment land, a local centre
and primary school, all within the setting of natural wildlife areas, sport pitches and public
open spaces. The vision in delivering development is to create a sustainable urban
extension, building upon the existing strong sense of local community. The challenge is to
create a distinctive place whilst retaining a link to Houghton Regis and encouraging inward
investment, strengthening the local economy. It is expected that a planning application will
be submitted late summer 2014.
DLP Planning Consultants have considerable knowledge of planning matters. Senior staff of
the Practice are well versed with the planning process and policy changes, this allows us to
deliver the best result for our clients. We have excellent working relationships with Local
Planning Authorities, making the process clearer and smoother for our clients. If you require
any further advice regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact one of the offices
listed below. Senior staff within the practice would be very happy to assist you with regards
to your enquiry.
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A summary of matters that the DLP Consulting Group
provide services for follows:
DLP Planning Consultants
Planning Applications and Appeals
Public Consultation
Development Promotion
Development Plan Representations
Land Searches
Project Management
Minerals and Waste Planning
Conservation Area/Listed Building Negotiation
Enforcement
Retail Impact Analysis
Renewable Energy Planning and Delivery
Discharge of Planning Conditions
DLP Environment Ltd
Strategic Environmental Assessments
Sustainability Appraisals
Environmental Impact Assessments

If you would like to receive a brochure providing more detail
of the service provided by the DLP Consulting Group, please
contact any of the offices listed on the left of this page.
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