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Subnational population projections for England: 
2016-based (SNPP 2016)

Briefing Note

The subnational population projections for England: 
2016-based (SNPP 2016) have been published today, the 
24th May 2018 

These provide an indication of the future size and age 
structure of the population in the regions and  local 
authority areas throughout England. They will form the 
basis of the 2016 Household projections (due to be 
published later in 2018) and are of interest as they (the 
2016 Household Projections) will be the basis for the 
Standard Methodology for producing Objectively Assessed 
Need for housing (SOAN) which will come into effect with 
the publication of the new National Planning Policy 
Framework and National Planning  Practice Guidance in 
July. 

In summary all regions in England are projected to see 
population growth by mid-2026; although regions in the 
north of England are projected to grow at a slower rate 
than those in the south.

London is projected to be the fastest growing region; the 
North East is projected to have the slowest rate of growth.
At the local level, nearly all local authorities are projected 
to grow by mid-2026; the populations of just 15 local 
authorities are projected to fall. The reasons for growth 
vary in some locations, such as London where growth is 
being driven by population change (births exceeding 
deaths).  In other locations growth is being driven by the 
same factors and in-migration. 

What is also clear is that the population is ageing in all 
regions, with the number of people aged 65 and over 
projected to grow considerably faster than younger age 
groups and this gives rise to a range of issues linked to 
housing.

The impact of the planned need for housing is a complex 
situation with many authorities setting targets that do not 
correspond with the most recent (2014 SNPP), and those 
that have started with the 2014 SNPP and housing 
projections have deviated from them, in some cases 
upwards to reflect economic indicators and sometimes 
downwards (especially in the south east), often citing as a 
basis for this the unreliability of the projections.

The next three Figures highlight the following:

Figure 1: This highlights the difference in the total 
population as at 2036 based on the differences between 
the higher 2014 SNPP and the lower 2016 SNPP

Figure 2: This highlights the population change for the 10 
year period 2016 to 2016 which will be the input into the 
household forecasts and hence the Standard methodology 
for Objectively Assessed Housing Needs

Figure 3: This shows the difference in the level of growth 
between that forecast by 2014 SNPP over a ten year period 
(this was used as a basis for calculating the DCLG’s 
consultation figures on the SOAN) and the growth forecast 
in the 2016 SNPP.

The implication of this is that if, (and that’s a big “IF”), LPA’s 
were planning to meet their SOAN (and one must recall 
that many where not and have been trying to progress 
plans specifically avoiding having to do so) then there might 
be an argument for lower levels of housing growth.

Before reaching this conclusion however, it is important to 
recognise two factors which will impact on the translation 
of population growth to household growth. First,  the 
ageing nature of the population might actually mean that 
the number of people in household forming age groups 
might increase. Second, is that assumptions on household 
formation will be different in the forthcoming 2016 based 
household projections.

At present these new projections may be utilised to project 
housing need for LPA’s or wider areas in order to provide a 
clearer indication as to the future level of objectively 
assessed Housing need.

DLP Planning Ltd and its Strategic Planning & Research Unit 
(SPRU) have extensive experience in assessing the five-year 
supply position and objectively assessed housing need of 
local planning authorities, using the most up to date 
sources and modelling. Such assessments are often critical 
to the successful promotion of sites for residential 
development.
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